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Reverend William George John Flack (1884-1929)
– “a bit of a lad” to “held in great esteem.”
When I was a young fellow living at home in Aldershot, in England, my father told us a
story about his great uncle, William George John Flack, known as “Rev George”. The
story tells of a train journey from Burnley to Blackpool on an August Bank Holiday
weekend in the early 1880s. The story goes that the newly ordained Reverend George,
his father and his brother were standing on Burnley Barracks Station waiting for their
train when several other local young men walked by noticing George.
“Ee by gum. Is thee our George with his collar back-to-front?” was the friendly
banter in their strong Lancashire accent as they walked by. Apparently the now
Reverend George had been “a bit of a lad” in his younger years and the locals were
surprised to see him now wearing a clerical collar.
William George John Flack was born 4 February 18541 in Burnley, Lancashire, the
second son and fifth child of William and Lucy Flack, nee Turner at a time when his
father Sergeant Major William Flack of the 5th Royal Lancashire Militia and the family
were resident at the Burnley Barracks.
William George John Flack was baptised on 12 March 1854 at St Peters Church of
England, Burnley

Comment: It is interesting to note that William George John was baptised into the
Church of England, whilst his older brother, William Henry Douglas Flack was baptised
into the Presbyterian Church in Limerick in Ireland on 26 February 1852, two years
earlier.
The records show William Flack as the Quarter Master in Aldershot from 12 January
1855. He then probably travelled back to Burnley with the 5th Royal Lancashire Militia to
Burnley Barracks to continue in the role of a civilian militia Quarter Master when the
Regiment deployed to Burnley.
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A birth certificate for William George John Flack has not been located despite extensive searches.
The birth date as 4th February 1854 is recorded in Diocese of Lichfield records.
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Modern map of Burnley, showing the location of Burnley Barracks, Westway,
Accrington Road and Gannow Lane

Historic map of Burnley Barracks as it would have been in the 1850s.
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When Lucy Louisa Catherine Flack, George’s sister, was baptized on 27th July 1856, at
Holy Trinity, Habergham Eaves, the address of her parents was recorded as “New
Barracks” Burnley. When Frederick William Cadmore Flack was baptized at Holy Trinity
on 23 May 1858 the address was recorded as “Barracks Burnley”.
When William George John was six years old, a newborn brother, Augustus William
Charles Flack, was baptised on 9th December 1860, at Holy Trinity, Habergham Eaves,
Lancashire. The baptism certificate records that his father and mother were resident at
“Pendle View” and that his father was a Quarter Master 5th Lancashire Militia.
By 1861 the family was living at 3 West Gate, Habergham Eaves, close to the junction
with Accrington Road, Holy Trinity Church and Burnley Barracks where his father was
based.

William George John’s Education
Contemporary records show that George followed his older brother, William Henry into
Carleton Road School and subsequently trained as a Student Teacher at Sandygate,
Marlow Church of England Primary School. He soon qualified.
The 1871 Census lists George as a 17 year old “Pupil Teacher” living at home at
“3 Rose Terrace Burnley”, with his family, as follows:

George lost his younger brother Augustus Charles William in August 1876 who was
aged just 15 years to pneumonia and George would have been present at the burial in
Burnley Cemetery on 17 August 1876.
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The following year on 27 February 1877, William George Flack was initiated as a Brother
into the Lodge of Silent Temple, one of the Masonic Lodges in Burnley. His brother,
William Henry Douglas Flack and his brother’s father-in-law Richard Parker, were
already members of the Lodge2. He was recorded as a Schoolmaster, aged 23 years.

On 25 June 1878, George’s mother Lucy Flack, formerly Moran, nee Turner died at her
home in Accrington Road and was buried at the family plot in Burnley Cemetery. She
was buried alongside their two earlier deceased children, Isabella, who had died at 8
months in 1863, and Augustus, who had died in 1876 at 15 years of age.
By 1881, George had qualified as a teacher and subsequently became Headmaster at
St John the Baptist, Church of England School in Gannow Lane, Burnley, within walking
distance of his family home in Westgate. The 1881 Census lists George as a 27 year old
“Teacher in Public School” living with his father (now listed as a “Widower), his younger
sister Lucy Louisa (listed as “Housekeeper”) and his younger brother, Frederick William
Charles (listed as a Bank Clerk) at 113 Accrington Road, Burnley as follows:

It’s not clear from the available records when George left teaching to study to enter the
Church but an article in the Burnley Express dated 29 September 1883 states that he
studied at St.Bees College, Cumberland before being appointed Curate at All Saints,
Darlaston, South Staffordshire.

2

See “Connections that changed lives” 2020 by Ted Flack

5

St Bee’s Theological College is described in Wikipedia as follows:
St Bees Theological College, close to the coast of Cumberland, was the first
independent theological college to be established for the training of Church of
England ordinands. It was founded in 1816 by George Henry Law, Bishop of
Chester, in what was during those years the northern extremity of his diocese.
For many subsequent years the vicar of St Bees was effectively both the principal
of the college and also its proprietor.
The college drew students both from England and from Wales. It catered
particularly for those prospective ordinands for whom the cost of a traditional
university degree course would have been prohibitive. They attended lectures
and had their library within the rebuilt chancel of St Bees Priory, whilst living in
lodgings throughout the parish. Over 2,600 clergy are believed to have trained at
the college during the course of its history. Lacking an adequate corporate
administrative and financial basis, and also suffering from a loss of much
individual interest from subsequent bishops of Chester and bishops of Carlisle,
the theological college finally closed in 1895.
Comment: It is interesting to note that although George and his brother William Henry
Douglas Flack had both attended the relatively expensive Carlton Road School in
Burnley, it appears that the family may not have been able to afford a more prestigious
Theological College3.

In my family research paper entitled “Connections that changed lives”, it is suggested that George’s
father, Captain William Flack may have been able to secure financial support for the education of his
children as a result of his connection with the Parker family and the Burnley Masonic Lodge.
3
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St Bee’s Church and Theological College

Lecture Hall in St Bee’s Theological College
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As noted above, Reverend William George John Flack was ordained by the Bishop of
Litchfield in September 1883 at Litchfield Cathedral, in Litchfield Staffordshire

Litchfield Cathedral

A modern picture of an Ordination
at Litchfield Cathedral

The first record of George’s ordination appears in the Clergy List of 1884 as follows and
indicates that the newly ordained priest was posted as a Curate on the staff of All Saints
Church Darlaston, Wednesbury in Staffordshire.
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When Curate George Flack was posted to Darlaston in 1884, Darlaston was a mining
and industrial area with a high proportion of disadvantaged families and poor housing. It
is located between Wolverhampton and Birmingham and was well connected by both
canals and rail.
A year later, the 1885 Crockford’s Directory lists William George Flack as follows:

His first appointment is listed in 1885 as Curate at All Saints Church, Darlaston in
Staffordshire.

All Saints Church Darlaston as it was prior to it being
destroyed by German bombing on 31st July, 1942
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The 1892 Electoral registers for Wednesbury Constituency list Curate George as living in
lodgings, consisting of two rooms at Victoria Terrace, Walsall Road, Wednesbury,
opposite All Saints Church, Darlaston.

Comment: It appears that Curate George Flack was an Assistant Minister in the wider
Parish and was often employed as a replacement for the Rector in other Parishes when
needed.

He was curate of All Saints, Darlaston from 1883-1893 and of Tipton from 1893 to 1895
before being appointed Curate in St Paul’s parish with responsibility for St Chad’s
District. That same year, 1895, George then aged 41, married Ada Armstrong Latham,
aged 33, at St Thomas’ Church Halifax, Yorkshire as follows:

Rev George Flack oversaw the construction both of the Mission Church and of the
present building, but he remained a curate. It was not until the second Sunday in Advent
1909, a year after the consecration of the Church and 14 years after his appointment,
that the Bishop wrote in the service register “This day I admitted Rev W.G. Flack to the
newly constituted benefice of St Chad’s Wolverhampton as priest and pastor of the
same”.
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Comment: It appears that George and Ada chose to get married in Halifax in Yorkshire
by the Reverend Elijah Bagott, who was a relative of Ada. It is noted that the marriage
was witnessed by Reginald Musgrave Bagott, Sarah Bagott and Archibald Thomas
Bagott and there appears to have been no members of the groom’s immediate family
present.

Further research revealed that Elijah Bagott and his son Archibald (witness at the
wedding) were also Church of England Ministers and Sarah Brevitt Baggott was the
daughter of Rev Elijah Bagott and Mary Yates Bagott nee Brevitt. Ada Armstrong
Latham’s mother was Maria Latham nee Brevitt, a member of the well-known Darlaston
Brevitt family. See Annex A for more details of Sir Horatio Brevitt (1882-1919).

Recent enquiries with St Chad’s Wolverhampton revealed the important role that George
played in the establishment of the Parish and the building of its first church. The
following are excerpts from the official history of the Church:
When the Mission Church was built in 1899, it was intended that it would become
the Parish Room and that a full-size Church would be built on the adjoining land.
Land for the Vicarage had also been purchased. For 9 years, Mr Flack worked
with his growing congregation to raise the funds for a new Church. The son of an
early Churchwarden remembered going round the streets collecting pennies
towards the cost of the building. At last, on 25th January 1908, after a procession
from the Mission Church, the foundation stone was laid by the Hon. Mrs
Augustus Legge (the Bishop’s wife) “in the presence of a large assembly”.
Already £4000 of the estimated cost of £5000 had been subscribed or promised.
In the coming months the new church took shape. On Saturday 28th November,
the day before Advent Sunday, in the presence of a congregation of 779, the
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Bishop of Lichfield consecrated the building to the honour of St Chad, the great
founding missionary bishop of the Diocese, witnessed by the Vicar and
Churchwardens Samuel J. Tonks and Arthur Winnall. The Vicar of St Paul’s, Mr A
Lanfear, preached on Isaiah 52:1: “Awake, awake; put on thy beautiful garments,
O Jerusalem the holy city...”
“Even after the consecration of the Church, St Chad’s was not a separate Parish.
The Privy Council approved the “assignment of a district chapelry to the
consecrated Church of St Chad, Wolverhampton on 10th August 1909. Mr Flack
then became Vicar and was able to perform the first marriage in Church, when
Percy Brewster married Emma Wood on October 31st.”
Mr Flack remained in office until his death, in 1929, at the age of 75 – retirement
was clearly not an option - so it is not surprising that periods of ill health are
recorded towards the end of his ministry.”
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The memorials to “Rev. W.G. Flack” in the stained-glass window at the eastern
end of St Chad’s Wolverhampton.
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The memorial across the four windows reads:
(Left) To the Glory of God --(Centre Left) and in affectionate (Centre) remembrance
of the ministration (Centre Right) of the Rev W G Flack (Right) first Vicar of this
Church

14

“In loving memory of William George Flack (Priest) who entered into rest May 3rd
1929 Aged 76 Years.”
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A modern picture of St Chad’s Church Wolverhampton
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Annex A. Rev George Flack married into the well-known local Brevitt Family.
Ada Armstrong Flack’s uncle was Sir Horatio Brevitt (1882-1919), Town Clerk of
Wolverhampton. A family tree showing the relationship is attached.
The following profile is an extract from “Borough Politics: A study of the Wolverhampton
Town Council, 1888-1964” by G.W. Jones:
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