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Arthur Hayward RA., (1889-1962) avant garde artist of the St Ives School
Introduction
My mother Barbara Flack, nee Hayward (1915-1979) often spoke
about her Uncle Arthur as “a famous artist” and her own interest
in art. She had attended Art School in Southport, Lancashire
herself and had been recognised for her drawing and painting
skills. (See “The Life and times of Barbara Flack, nee Hayward
(1915-1979).)
Barbara Flack, nee Hayward (1915-1979)

Arthur Hayward
Arthur Hayward was born on 27th November 1889 in Southport, Lancashire, fourth son
and 5th child of Matthias Hayward (1850-1940) and Margaret Pollard (1858-1946).

Although Arthur was born in 1889, his birth was not registered until 1890.

Arthur was baptised at Christ Church, Southport, Lancashire on 5th January 1890.
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Arthur’s family originally came from the Portsmouth area in Hampshire but his father,
Matthias, is recorded on his marriage certificate in 1875 as a “Traveller Basket Maker”
living in Southport and in the 1891 Census as a “Traveller” lodging with his wife,
Margaret and three children (including Arthur) as a “Traveller” in Rochester, Kent. It is
noted that on the occasion of his son’s baptism in Southport, Matthias is recorded as
living in Wigan, Lancashire. The 1901 and 1911 Census list the family living in
Warrington, Lancashire with Matthias listed as a Sewing Machine Salesman and son
Arthur Hayward, aged 21, an Art Student.

It appears that the family had roots in Cheshire as several of his relatives resided in that
County. It seems that despite Arthur’s family moving about frequently during his youth,
he had received a good education. It will be noted that Arthur and his brothers and
sisters were all born in Southport, so it appears that Arthur’s mother, Margaret Hayward,
nee Pollard may have been supported by her family in Southport when her husband,
Matthias was away travelling.
Arthur Hayward’s siblings were:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Edgar Hayward, born 1877 in Southport, died 1938 at Edgeware, Middlesex
Ethel Hayward, born 1880 in Southport, died 1966 at Southport, Lancashire
Harold Hayward, born 1882 in Southport, died 20 December 1957 at Altrincham,
Cheshire
Ernest Hayward, born 1888 in Southport, died 26 August 1965 at Southport,
Lancashire
Elsie Hayward born 1892 in Southport, died September 1980 at Congleton,
Cheshire
Clarice Hayward born 1895 in Southport, died 29 October 1976 at Battle, East
Sussex
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Upon leaving school Arthur initially studied architecture at what later became the Royal
College of Art at South Kensington in London but gave it up to concentrate on painting.
He studied at Warrington School of Art in Liverpool and later, after his service in the First
World War, at Newlyn under Stanhope Forbes.

Badge of the Loyal Lancashire Regiment

Badge of the Royal Field Artillery

On the outbreak of WW1, Arthur enlisted as a private soldier into the Lancashire
Hussars at that time a Militia unit. In April 1915, the Regiment was transferred to the 2nd
West Lancashire Division and then in October that year was again split up with
Headquarters and “B” Division to join the 31st Division at Salisbury Plain.
Captain Arthur Hayward’s Medal Card (see below) states that Arthur’s overseas service
in Egypt commenced in January 1916 while serving in the Lancashire Hussars.
In November 1916, 31st Division was posted to Egypt as a part of MEF (Middle East
Force) in response to the Ottoman forces second attack across the Sinai with the
objective of destroying or capturing the Suez Canal. Both this and the earlier attack
(1915) were unsuccessful, though not very costly by the standards of the Great War.
The British then went on the offensive, attacking east into Palestine. However, in 1917
two failed attempts to capture the Ottoman fort of Gaza resulted in sweeping changes to
the British command and the arrival of General Allenby, along with many reinforcements.
It appears that Arthur returned to the UK in late 1916 and in January 1917, Arthur
married Lillian Egerton (1893-1966), daughter of Thomas and Eliza Egerton, nee Ellis, in
a civil ceremony at Runcorn, Cheshire.
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On 19 March 1917, Corporal Arthur Hayward was commissioned as a Lieutenant and
transferred into the Royal Field Artillery. Shortly after his marriage, the now Lt Arthur
Hayward returned to Egypt as a reinforcement for the imminent allied offensive in
Palestine.

British artillery during the Battle of Jerusalem, 1917
British Empire forces reorganised and captured Baghdad in March 1917. On 16
December, the Armistice of Erzincan (Erzincan Cease-fire Agreement) was signed which
officially brought the end of hostilities between the Ottoman Empire and the Russians.
The Special Transcaucasian Committee also endorsed the agreement.
The Sinai and Palestine Campaign was dominated by the success of the revolt, which
greatly aided General Allenby's operations. Late in 1917, Allenby's Egyptian
Expeditionary Force smashed the Ottoman defences and captured Gaza, and then
captured Jerusalem just before Christmas.
In September 1918, General Allenby launched the Battle of Megiddo, with the Jewish
Legion under his command, forcing Ottoman troops into a full-scale retreat. Hostilities
ceased on 13 November 1918 when French and British troops occupied Constantinople.
The now Captain Arthur Hayward returned to England with his unit in January 1919 and
was discharged in January 1920.
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Arthur Hayward’s Medal Card

By August 1921, Arthur and Lillian were living at Pentreath Cottage, St Ives. Although
Arthur was frequently away on tour with art exhibitions during these years.
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Pentreath Cottage today

St. Helens Examiner 16 October 1920

After the war he became quite a famous artist with pictures recognised by the Royal
Academy.
The Cornwall Artists Index provides the following summary of his artistic career:
Born at Southport, Lancashire, Hayward studied architecture at South Kensington
but gave it up for painting, and subsequently studied at the Warrington School of
Art and under Stanhope FORBES at Newlyn. During WWI he served with Royal
Field Artillery, and returned to Newlyn, being addressed as Captain Hayward.
He joined the Committee of the NSA, serving specifically on the Entertainments
sub-committee, as his organisation skills were well known. After working at
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Newlyn and Paul, he moved to St Ives, and established a St Ives School of
Painting (c1924) of which he was the named Principal - not the same School of
Painting now in existence, begun in the 1930s with Leonard John FULLER in
charge.
He worked from Treveneth and Shore Studio (Illus, Tovey, p110), and played an
important role in STISA. After 1932 he refused to have anything more to do with
that organisation but continued to play a part in St Ives and Newlyn's artistic life
through the formation of an exhibiting set calling themselves the CORNWALL
GROUP.
The HARVEYS (Harold HARVEY & Gertrude HARVEY, the PROCTERS (Ernest
PROCTER & Dod PROCTER, Hugh GRESTY, Alison ROSE and Midge
BRUFORD were those who banded together for some years.

The following is a summary of his life published by the National Gallery:
ARTHUR HAYWARD, was born on 27th November 1889 in Southport,
Lancashire. He initially studied architecture at South Kensington, but gave it up to
concentrate on painting. He studied at Warrington School of Art and at Newlyn
under Stanhope Forbes, one of the leading painters in Newlyn.
There are 7 of his paintings in the National Collection, at Wells City Council,
Leamington Spa Art Gallery and Museum, Michelham Priory (2), a self portrait at
the National Portrait Gallery, Gregynog Hall, and Christ Church University of
Oxford.
He worked out of the Shore Studio in St. Ives, where he lived for a large part of
his life. He died c. 1970
Art UK provides the following profile:
Arthur Hayward (1889–1962)
National Portrait Gallery, London
Marine, portrait and figure painter and teacher, born in Southport, Lancashire,
who studied at Warrington School of Art and with Stanhope Forbes. During World
War I he was a captain with the Royal Field Artillery. After living in Newlyn he
settled in St Ives, Cornwall, where he started teaching in the Shore Studio where
he worked. Hayward was a member of St Ives Art Club. He showed at the RA
Summer Exhibition 1920–47, also ROI, RSA, RWA and Paris Salon. His pictures
were acquired by public galleries in Warrington and Auckland, New Zealand and
the National Portrait Gallery obtained his 1933 self-portrait from the Fine Art
Society in 1985. Hayward’s paintings are commonly modest in size, but are
notable for their depiction of glittering light on water.
Text source: 'Artists in Britain Since 1945' by David Buckman (Art Dictionaries
Ltd, part of Sansom & Company)
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Arthur Hayward became well known in the art world during the period 1920-1950 as
evidenced by the extensive references to him in British newspapers

Morecambe Guardian 1 June 1929

Western Morning News 20 November
1930
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Edinburgh Evening News 30 September 1932
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Cornishman 5 May 1932
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Cornishman 9 May 1935
Western Morning News 6 May 1935

Guardian 12 May 1938
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Western Morning News 4 May 1940

Illustrated London News 3 May 1947
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Arthur continued to live in St Ives where he and Lilian had purchased a small residential
hotel which Lilian managed while Arthur was away touring and exhibiting.
In 1939 he (Artist Painter) and Lilian (Hotel Proprietress) are recorded as living at
Porthvail Hotel in St Ives.

A note in Arthur’s entry in the 1939 Register above, reads “Late Capt RFA. Com
Prisoners of War special reason" suggesting that Captain Arthur Hayward of the Royal
Field Artillery was engaged by the War Office in supervising Prisoners of War in
Cornwall.
Cornwall, like almost every other region of the United Kingdom, hosted enemy
prisoners of war (POWs), both Italian and German. It is possible that as many as
5,000 or more prisoners may have been interned at the four main POW camps
established by the military authorities for which there is an official record: White
Cross Camp at St Columb Major, Consols Mine Camp, which was located in the
vicinity of Tywardreath and Par, and Pennygillam Farm Camp and Scarnecross
Camp, both of which were in Launceston1.
In later life, Arthur suffered from early-onset senile dementia and was cared for by his
wife Lilian until he was admitted to Esperance Nursing Home in Eastbourne in 1959
where he died on 5 May 1962, aged 73.

1

Museum of Cornish Life https://museumofcornishlife.co.uk/2021/06/23/ww2-a-cornish-storyprisoners-of-war/
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There is some confusion in the various histories that mention his name because there
was another “Arthur Hayward” who was also an artist who lived at the same time,
however a search of the Probate records revealed that the Arthur Hayward whose wife
was Lilian Hayward died in Eastbourne in 1960, aged 71.

Description
English artist and author Arthur Hayward (1889 - 1971) at work in his studio (known as
the Shore Studio) at St Ives in Cornwall, 15th October 1938. Original Publication : Picture
Post - 7 - A Colony of Artists - pub. 1938 (Photo by Felix Man/Picture Post/Hulton)
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Comments:
There is some evidence that Arthur was an eccentric character. The histories of the
various arts societies and clubs in which he was involved suggest that there were
serious disagreements with other members, and he tended to practice alone. Despite
this characteristic he was well regarded by the critics and his paintings feature in the
National Portrait Gallery in London and several other important libraries around the
world.
He was able to make a good living as a portrait painter and was engaged by several
prominent people in London, Oxford, and Edinburgh.
Arthur and Lilian had no children.
The following copies of paintings attributed to Arthur Hayward may be subject to
copyright and should not be copied or sold.
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A corner of the harbour, St Ives

17

Morning Light, St Ives
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No title
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St Ives Harbour, Cornwall

Smeatons Pier, St Ives
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Portrait of a Spanish lady

21

H. L Goodge

22

Le skieur

23

Mousehole harbour , 1922

24

November day, St. Ives

25

The little sitting room

26

St. Michael's Mount

27

Portrait of a lady

28

The End of the Pier, St. Ives

29

In a sunlit garden
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Originally called A Cornish Painter, this striking self-portrait, with a view of St.Ives
harbour beyond, is one of an ambitious and inventive series Hayward begun in the late
1920s. In these he depicts himself variously as a French onion-seller, Cornish goatherd,
Mexican guitarist, skier, boatman and poacher.
Saywell and Jacob, authors of the National Portrait Gallery’s Complete Illustrated
Catalogue2stated “It is said that Hayward once set up his easel there to paint on a
Sunday and he and his dog were thrown in the harbour by the villagers”.

2

Saywell and Jacob. (2004). The National Portrait Gallery, London: Complete Illustrated Catalogue
Hardcover. https://www.abebooks.co.uk/National-Portrait-Gallery-London-CompleteIllustrated/30906746523/bd
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The Onion-man
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Admiral of the Fleet Sir James Fownes Somerville (1882–1949), GBE, GCB, KBE,
KCB, CB, DSO
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Michelham Priory with Moat, East Sussex (South Aspect of Michelham)
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We are delighted to offer this wonderful and finely detailed watercolour by the
Newlyn/St. Ives school artist, ARTHUR HAYWARD, who has signed the painting in the
lower left hand corner and dated it 1921. The painting depicts the fortified walls of an
arab town, with the steps leading down from a high tower to a walkway along the top of
the wall. There is an arched entrance in the middle of the wall, through which a man is
leading his horse, his very long gun clutched in his hand. There are numerous other
figures, clad in arab dress, and the dome and minaret of a mosque in the background.
The sky is a bright, cloudless, blue.
This is one of a pair of paintings by this artist that we are listing currently for sale at
auction.
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Extract from the History of British Art

He was a landscape, coastal, portrait painter in oil and watercolour and a
teacher. He is sometimes confused that the artist Alfred Hayward, who also
signed A. Hayward, but who mainly painted watercolours in a very loose, washy
style. Some of the auction sites occasionally list some of these watercolours
under Arthur Hayward, in error.
He exhibited 19 paintings at the Royal Academy between 1920 and 1940, 5 at
the Royal Oil painters Institute, the Royal Scottish Academy, the Paris Salon, the
Newlyn Art Gallery and the St. Ives Porthmeor Gallery.
There are 7 of his paintings in the National Collection, at Wells City Council,
Leamington Spa Art Gallery and Museum, Michelham Priory (2), a self portrait at
the National Portrait Gallery, Gregynog Hall, and Christ Church University of
Oxford.
He worked out of the Shore Studio in St. Ives, where he lived for a large part of
his life. He died c. 1970
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